
Grand Mergui Exploration
7 Nights / 8 Days in Myanmar’s Mergui Archipelago 



It was a dreamy voyage that took us beyond internet 

connectivity, from green coastal waters to the kind of  blue 

inked in by 100ft depths, past piratical-looking fishing 

boats and islands with the outlines of  rusty blades. 

Scampering macaques foraged for crabs on the islands’ 

rocky shores, white-bellied sea eagles wheeled. 

“

”The Sunday Telegraph 



Far from civilisation lies a magical archipelago in 

Myanmar’s Andaman Sea. Some say it’s one of  the most 

exclusive holiday destinations in the world.“
”Yacht 



‘Forbidden Islands’ sounds like something from a fairy tale, 

and stories about Myanmar’s Mergui Archipelago do seem 

like a fantasy: hundreds of  undiscovered white-sand 

beaches, dense unexplored jungles, and clans of  the 

mysterious Moken sea gypsies. Klaus Reisinger, who co-

directed a documentary titled Burma's Forbidden Islands 

about the island chain, calls the area ‘one of  the last 

paradises left on Earth.’ 

“

”National Geographic Traveler 



Cruise Summary 

800 Islands and More 

Sail through one of  the world’s most remote island 

worlds on a luxurious yacht. Join the Grand Mergui 

Exploration and travel the entirety of  the stunning 

Mergui Archipelago while being pampered on a true 

superyacht. 

You will board your 130-foot yacht Clan VI in 

Kawthaung, on the border between Myanmar and 

Thailand, and disembark 200 miles north in the 

historic town of  Myeik. On the way, you’ll sail past 

800 jungle-covered islands, anchor in dozens of  

secluded bays, swim in azure waters, lunch with 

indigenous villagers, spot horn-bills and dolphins and 

discover a lost world as dreamy and beautiful as a 

maritime Shangri-la.  

This is by far the most exclusive cruise available on 

Myanmar’s waters. All cabins come with en-suites and 

are spacious, air-conned and designed in the classic 

maritime style. Your chef  and crew on Clan VI will look 

after your every need from the morning espresso to 

your sun-downer and beyond. 



Nature & Culture 

The Home of  the 
Moken “Sea Nomads” 

The traditional inhabitants of  the Mergui 

Archipelago are the Moken, a people who live off, 

and on, the sea. Sometimes called “sea-gypsies”, 

this ethnic minority group leads a traditional, semi-

nomadic lifestyle, dominated by diving for sea 

cucumbers, fishing and bartering. Over the 

generations, they have adapted to their 

environment and developed skills useful for a life 

lived partly underwater. Moken divers often descent 

to depths of  more than 20 meters without oxygen 

tanks. Studies of  Moken children have shown that 

they have incredible underwater vision—twice as 

good as that of  European children of  the same 

age.  

The Moken used to roam the archipelago in their 

traditional sailing boats, called Kabangs. In recent 

years, some families have settled on the islands 

and fish the surrounding waters from their dugout 

canoes.  

Located just across from the Thai border, the 

archipelago was only opened up to foreigners as 

recently as the late 1990s. With just a few of  the 

800 islands sparsely populated, and a very small 

number of  visitors to the entire region each month, 

the Mergui Archipelago remains one of  the planet’s 

most unspoilt destinations.



At the heart of  Myanmar’s southernmost 

province, in far-flung Tanintharyi Region, 

lies the charming seaside port of  Myeik. 

The bustling place is one of  the country’s 

most attractive towns and historically 

truly fascinating.  

A visit to Myeik rewards anyone longing 

to see the real Burma, as she offers 

everything that makes this diverse 

country so exciting: an eclectic mix of  

cultures, religions and languages; a 

smorgasbord of  culinary delights; a 

colourful past with old-town alleyways 

and architectural gems from the Colonial 

days; Buddhist temples, pagodas and 

statues. Myeik is bordered by the wild 

Tenasserim Range to the east, where 

tigers, elephants, rhinos and leopards 

still roam the dense rainforest. To the 

west, the Indian Ocean extends across 

the horizon to faraway lands.  

Also called Mergui, this is the northern 

gateway to the vast island world which 

sprawls for hundreds of  miles to the 

south and which derives its name from 

the city: the incredible Mergui 

Archipelago. Situated on a small 

peninsula, the town lives off  trading fish 

and her famous pearls, which are farmed 

in the archipelago. The harbour is the 

heart and soul of  the town and a hive of  

activity – but it pales in comparison to its 

once global importance.  

Before Singapore became the lynchpin of  

global shipping, this was the chokepoint 

of  trade between East Asia and countries 

towards the west. It was here that 

merchant ships from India, Arabia and 

Europe would drop anchor and unload. 

Their cargo would then be taken 

eastward up a little river to Tenasserim, 

now called Tanintharyi. What is today a 

tiny hamlet was then so significant that it 

became the eponym of  the province and 

the entire mountain range which forms 

the Malay Peninsula. From Tenasserim, 

elephants and human carriers would lug 

the precious foreign goods, in back-

breaking labour, up and down steep and 

muddy mountain slopes through the 

dangerous forests to the Gulf  of  

Thailand. There, Siamese, Vietnamese 

and Chinese merchants continued the 

journey eastward. Instead of  making the 

long and windless voyage through the 

Straits of  Malacca and around mainland 

Southeast Asia, trade with China and 

Japan cut across the narrow Malay 

Peninsula. And with its strategic location, 

it was Myeik that controlled the exchange 

of  goods between the Indian and the 

Pacific Oceans. Archaeologists have 

barely started to dig up the treasures 

lost in the forests east of  Myeik but 

already they found Ming porcelain, 

Portuguese new-world silver and Indian 

coins.  

Beik, as the locals call their home, was 

first visited by foreign traders from 

Arabia and India. They were followed by 

Portuguese, Dutch, British, Armenian and 

French merchants, many of  whom left 

their mark to this day.  

Today’s now peaceful Moken sea nomads 

were then much-feared pirates roaming 

the area. Chinese ventured around the 

peninsular and settled along the coast, 

trading birds’ nests, sea cucumbers and 

tin and established the most powerful 

trade networks, which continue to this 

day. Many of  Myeik’s historic buildings 

are those of  Straits Chinese, whose 

culture and architecture reflects their 

mixing with the Portuguese and the 

Malays.  

The town itself  was for centuries under 

the rule of  successive Siamese 

kingdoms. Until the 13th century, Myeik 

Myeik

A Journey along Ancient  
Trade Routes 



had been the southernmost point of  the 

Pagan Empire, the first realm roughly 

equalling the extent of  today’s Myanmar. 

But apart from short intervals in 

between, it was only reconquered by the 

Burmese in the mid-18th century. Not too 

long after, the British took over and 

Myeik became one of  the first two 

Burmese cities that were incorporated 

into British India.  

If  all this sounds intriguing – it gets 

better. Myeik was home to some of  the 

most colourful characters in the East.  

The most prominent is probably Samuel 

White, an Englishman who went to 

Madras as a simple clerk with the British 

East India Company in the 1670s. Not 

long and he started to break their royal 

monopoly by trading on his own account. 

One of  his pals at the Company was a 

Greek called Phaulkon who was of  similar 

nature, took his betrayal a step further 

and ended up as the prime minister of  

Siam. He installed White as the governor 

of  Myeik who turned her into the 

quintessential pirates’ nest. Exploiting his 

official position, he started terrorising 

the seas between the Malay Peninsula 

and India. He attacked major cities along 

the Bay of  Bengal’s coastline and 

captured every ship, with a particular 

focus on British vessels. All this in the 

name of  the King of  Siam while every 

penny went into his own chests. Myeik 

and his province were treated equally 

horrible. East-west trade ended up in the 

hands of  an English renegade and 

pirate.  

Meanwhile, Phaulkon established 

diplomatic relations between Siam and 

Louis XIV’s France, which sent a huge 

delegation from Versailles. At some point, 

Myeik rebelled against their pirate 

governor and White escaped after a 

dramatic battle in the Mergui 

Archipelago. All Englishmen were 

expelled from Siam and a Frenchman was 

made governor of  Myeik before the 

French, too, were slaughtered and 

expelled some years later.  

When you walk around Myeik, you can 

still find the overgrown tombstone of  

Mary Povey, the love of  Samuel White’s 

life. Welcome to one of  the East’s most 

evocative places – and start discovering!  
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Sample Itinerary: Explore and Discover  

8 Days in Myanmar’s Untouched Island World 

Day 1  We’ll meet you at the airport in the morning. While you enjoy your welcome drink on board, the 

crew takes care of  the official paperwork before we set sail towards South Bay on  Za Det Gyi Island. For 

the frst night’s dinner, the chef  surprises with fresh catch served under the clear evening sky.  

Day 2  In the morning we head to the beach for snorkeling and swimming. We have lunch under passage 

while we sail to Myin Khwa Island. There are some beautiful limestone caves, which lead into a hidden 

lagoon, only accessible by dinghy boat and kayak. In the evening we drop anchor at Macleod Island. On 

its peaceful beach, we light a bonfire and sip sundowners while counting the stars.  

Day 3  Right after breakfast, we head to Boulder Rock. With its gorgeous white beaches and long reefs, 

this is the perfect spot to explore the underwater life. After lunch on the beach, the yacht sets sail to 

Lord Loughborough Island, where we visit the Moken “sea gypsies” and the island’s temple. We spend 

the afternoon in their village and learn about Moken culture.  

Day 4 In the early morning, we head towards Bo Cho Islands in the Lampi National Park. We have an 

appointment with a local island ranger who introduces us to the region’s wildlife and flora. After a short 

hour hike through the jungle, we sail along endless white beaches towards Tar Yar Island. We stop along 

the way to explore the mangrove forests with our kayaks and tender boats. We spend the night in a 

gorgeous secluded bay and watch monkeys playing at the beach. At night, the gibbons’ song from the 

beach lulls us to sleep. 

Day 5  The yacht leaves the anchorage in the very early morning hours. During breakfast, we arrive in 

the Great Western Torres Islands, one of  the nicest spots for snorkeling and diving in the archipelago. 

Some of  us try out diving, some decide to spend a lazy day at the beach.  

Day 6  We sail through the Mermaid Passage and drop anchor at a gorgeous bay on the west side of  

Tanangthayi Kyun Island. There’s a fishing boat in the bay and we join the chef  to inspect the fresh catch 

and have a look at their boat. After an exhausting afternoon of  water sports and a delicious seafood 

dinner, we sleep the sleep of  the blessed.  

Day 7  It’s our last full day and we plan to enjoy it till the last minute. We explore some of  the smaller 

islands around with out tender boat. Some decide to go fishing, others visit a smaller village nearby. For 

our last night, the crew prepared a fantastic party at the beach for us.   

Day 8  We’re having an early breakfast while the yacht arrives in the old colonial port city town of  Myeik. 

Some of  our group head to the airport right away. For the others, the crew organises a visit to the 

floating market. Our guide shows us around in town, while the crew brings our bags to the pier.  What an 

incredible trip!   
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Getting 
There is 
Easy 
We start our Grand Mergui  

Exploration in Kawthaung. 

After a week, we arrive in 

Myeik. Southward-bound 

cruises start from there 

and end in Kawthaung. 

Traveling via Myeik 

Myeik can best be reached 

by plane from Yangon. 

There are several daily 

flights. You can also take a 

short domestic flight from 

Kawthaung which will only 

take about 45 minutes. We 

do not recommend 

traveling to Myeik over 

land as road conditions 

might not be good and 

local transport companies 

are not ready to 

accommodate foreign 

travellers. 

Traveling via Kawthaung  

Kawthaung is right at the 

Thai border and can best 

be reached via Bangkok 

taking a 1.5 hour domestic 

flight to the Thai border 

town Ranong. The Thai 

airline Nok Air operates 

several flights a day which 

can only be booked at their 

website nokair.com. 

Coming from Phuket, you 

can reach Kawthaung in 4 

hours by car. You can also 

fly via Yangon, which will 

take about 1.5 hours.  

What’s included? All on-

board meals, all non-

alcoholic drinks, all 

activities, fuel, etc. Not 

included are visa fees, 

airport transfers, and 

the visitor fee the 

government of  Myanmar 

asks foreigners to pay. 

This fee is USD 290 per 

person. 

Do I need to know how 

to sail? No. Our 

experienced crew can do 

all the sailing for you 

while you relax. If  you 

like, get involved or learn 

sailing during your trip. 

Will I need a visa for 

Myanmar? Yes. Please 

ensure to get a visa at 

your local Myanmar 

consulate or embassy. A 

visa-on-arrival or e-visa 

will only work for you, if  

you enter the country at 

an international airport. 

Is it safe to travel in 

Myanmar’s Mergui 

Archipelago? Yes, it is! 

There are no conflicts in 

our sailing area, nor are 

there any pirates. There 

is a mid-level malaria 

risk in southern 

Myanmar and you should 

take precautions by 

using mosquito-repellent 

and wearing long sleeves 

and trousers if  onshore 

at night (which you are 

unlikely to be much 

anyway). 

What else should I bring? 

You don’t need much. 

Bring your bathers, 

sunscreen, a hat, 

sunglasses, your camera 

and you’re pretty much 

set! It's best to also 

bring mosquito repellent 

and you may want to 

consider bringing anti-

malaria tablets. Do 

remember to get a travel 

insurance before joining 

our cruise. On board, 

you won't need shoes 

but you can bring flip-

flops or reef  shoes for 

beach outings if  you 

want. We provide full 

lodging, including 

bedding, towels, all 

meals, water and soft 

drinks. We also provide 

fishing and snorkelling 

equipment and first-aid, 

if  necessary. 

What's the best season 

to go? The best time for 

sailing is between late 

October and end of  

April. The rainy season 

starts in May. 

What temperature to 

expect? During daytime 

about 28-32°C. The 

water temperature will 

be about 26-29°C. 

What kind of  food do you 

serve? Our chefs 

specialise in Asian 

cuisine but also serve 

Western dishes. Upon 

booking, we ask all our 

guests about their 

preferences to make 

sure the crew and the 

chef  are fully prepared 

and all provisions arrive 

before you.

1.5 hours 

from 

Bangkok

1.15 hours 

from Yangon

4 hours 

from 

Phuket

0.45 hours 

from 

Kawthaung

1.5 hours 

from 

Yangon

Arrival/Departure Port: 
Kawthaung 

Arrival/Departure Port: 
Myeik 

Quick Facts


